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Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, Nevada 

Shepherd’s Voice 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
Child care is available in the nurse-
ry from 8:45am–12:30pm; however 
we welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  Please 
reserve the rear seats for parents 
with small children and for latecom-
ers. Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the Sound 
Booth. 
 
Whether you are here for the first 
time today, or have been here for 
ages, we want to help you navigate 
the information maze here at our 
church.   
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!   

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

 

One by one, 

like fading autumn leaves 

when the season’s at an end, 

they drift gently toward repose. 

 

But even as we grieve, 

new leaves show, 

the tree grows, 

and the stream abiding flows. 
 

 * Elizabeth Lenz * 
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Cover Story 
Pr. Amy and Pr. Erik Allen enjoying the Meet and Greet 
Potluck in July. 
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Memorial Service for Pr. Jim Heinemeier 
Sat., Sept. 10, 3:30pm at Good Shepherd 

A light reception will follow 
Because we expect a very full house, carpool as 

much as possible and come early to secure a 
parking space. 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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 By Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

Dear friends in Christ,  
 
I write to you from the midst of boxes as our family prepares to join you in Nevada later this month.  
 
In preparation for our journey, I’ve been mapping out our cross-country trip, looking for site seeing 
stops along the way. Aware of this, last week Erik returned from the library with Bill Geist’s trave-
logue on small town America, Way Off the Road. He said simply, “There’s a chapter about a town 
in Nevada.” 
 
The chapter, entitled, “The Alien Highway: Rachel, Nevada,” was an entertaining read. But while I 
enjoyed journeying along with Geist as he encountered pilgrims to this town just outside of Area 51, 
he failed to persuade me that the town was worth the detour. Nor, do I think, that was the goal. 
 
Rather, Geist’s book, as with the genre more broadly, brings readers, through the story, to places 
we may never experience otherwise. This is part of why I enjoy such narratives. They broaden my 
horizons and introduce me to places and people whom I would otherwise never have the privilege to meet. 
 
But as I dismissed following Geist’s tracks, it got me thinking—is this how we read the Gospels at times too? As ancient 
travelogues, which tell an interesting story about discipleship so expertly that they replace the need to travel the road of 
discipleship ourselves? Or perhaps that entice, but paint too difficult or offsetting of a picture that we opt for the easier 
route? 
 
It’s tempting, I admit, to dismiss the disciples as ancient travelers—pilgrims—alternately too bold or too quirky for us to 
follow suit. But rather than a description of an already completed journey, I believe the Gospels are an invitation to em-
bark upon a journey of our own—to join in the ongoing adventure of doing God’s work and bringing God’s presence 
where we are. For the roads on which Christ sends us are not a detour, but rather, are the end towards which everything 
else in this life ought point. 
 
So, as our family excitedly prepares for our immediate journey to Nevada, I am even more excited to journey together 
with each of you on roads both old and new as we seek to carry out our call to discipleship in the mission and ministry 
that we share.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Amy 

Your Governing Board met on August 17.  With great joy we celebrated the coming of our new pastors, Erik and Amy Allen!  
The support from the congregation for Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy was overwhelming.  On July 31 at our congregational meeting, 
98% voted to call Pr. Erik and 96% voted to call Pr. Amy.  In addition, 96% voted to approve the compensation package for 
Erik and 93% for Amy.   
 
We are encouraging you to help support their move through your generous contributions.  Their moving cost is $15,000 and 
office equipment/supplies is between $2,000 and $5,000.  Information for how you can contribute will be coming. 
 
We are eager to begin our journey with Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy Allen who will be arriving with their three children in mid-
September. Please join us on September 18 as they lead their first worship services at Good Shepherd at 7:30am, 9am and 
11am.   
 
Shortly after their arrival, another Fall tradition will allow us to welcome the Allen family with the always fun  "Willkommen-
fest" (aka "Oktoberfest" ) on October 23 from 4:00 to 7:30. We hope you can attend. 
 
At this point the formal Installation Worship Service of our new co-lead pastors is scheduled for October 30 at 2:00.  More 
details will follow.   

by Denise Kolton, Member at Large 
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Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services unless noted 
Worship is at 7:30am / 9am (Contemporary with band) /  11am (Traditional with adult choir) 
 
Sept. 4    Pentecost 16—Healing Stations Today    
 Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come 

near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with 
prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing with oil. On the first 
Sunday of each month, all who desire are invited to receive a 
prayer for healing from a Healing Minister after receiving Holy 
Communion.  All conversation is kept strictly confidential.  

 
Sept. 11  Pentecost 17—God's Work, Our Hands Day  
 Choir resumes leading worship at 11am (rehearsal at 9:30am) 

The choir returns to the 11am worship service beginning Sep-
tember 11.   The choir rehearses Sunday mornings at 9:30am 
downstairs in the choir room and all are welcome to participate!  
Jennie Tibben is the director.  

 
Sept. 18  Pentecost  18    
    Pr. Erik Allen and Pr. Amy Allen's first Sunday leading worship! 
    Congregational Meeting at 10am 
 
Sept. 25   Pentecost 19   

Pr. Scott Trevithick breaks bread for  

Holy Communion 

I’ve written about 
visiting the cemetery 
every Memorial Day 
before but this year 
was different.  For 
the first time in years, 
I had company.  Bai-
ley, my youngest 

granddaughter went with me.  It was 
her first time. 
 
We visited each one of the eighteen 
family members and friends.  She 
was kind of overwhelmed at the fact 
that she had that many relatives re-
siding there.  And, then I thought, 
how would she have ever known?   
 
I introduced her to each person as 
we put flowers on their head stones.  
I told her who they were, how I was 
related to them, and a short story 
about each.  I had always thought 
there were two that had died before I 
was born, but in really looking at the 
head stones with Bailey, I discovered 
there was only one.  And I shared 

By Lynnae Hornbarger 

that had she not been with me, I would have had my annual conversation with each 
one.  I stopped to visit two Good Shepherd friends whose graves are right next to 
some of my family members, Ford Burke and Sheryll Whitney.  She knew two of our 
friends and found that pretty sobering.  She asked why my brother, his wife and two of 
our friends weren’t there among the flock, all people she had known and remem-
bered.  I explained that their ashes were somewhere else and no one had done a 
head stone for them here at Mountain View.  One was at the Veteran’s Cemetery and 
one would have his ashes scattered somewhere off the Oregon coast.  I think she 
was surprised that I don’t find this task depressing at all.  I look forward to visiting 
them because this was a part of my life starting when I was a little girl.  I look forward 
to picking up these flowers on Tuesday morning and taking them home to be planted 
in my yard as my own private memorial.  I think she was fascinated by the whole 
thing.  I can only hope she and her mother will continue this someday.  (I need to add 
that for the first time in the 30+ years that my parents have been there, I found flowers 
on Tuesday morning on their graves in addition to the ones we brought. Who?) 
 
Thinking about the past always leads me into the present and the future – since all of 
us live in each one.  Here at Good Shepherd we always celebrate the past and our 
heritage.  We live in the present – saying goodbye to a good friend and now a beloved 
pastor just in the last couple of weeks.  And, we anticipate the future with new pas-
tors, a new beginning and brand new experiences.  Every change here at Good Shep-
herd comes with the fear of the unknown.  What’s this going to be like?  There’s relief 
that the interim/search stage is finally coming to an end, but trepidation as we step 
into the future.  I’m looking forward to this new stage in my Good Shepherd journey - 
all the pastors except the very first one have been part of that journey.  Welcome Pas-
tor Erik and Pastor Amy.  God has led you to Good Shepherd to be part of our past, 
our present and our future.    

By Deanna Gaunt 
Director of Worship 
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Kids’ Community and Youth Groups! 

 By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

3rd/4th Graders and "Learning the  
Language" Bible Retreat! 

 

In October, we will be holding our annual “Learning the Lan-
guage” retreat, a gathering specifically for 3rd/4th graders 
and families (also, older children who have never attended 
the retreat are also welcome to attend.) It’s a two hour time 
of engagement where we will talk about what the Bible is 
and how families can share the Bible together, at home, and 
with the support of the Church. There are snacks, special 
guests, and good family time to talk about the Bible, the 
Church, and relationships with God. 
 
Time and date of the retreat are the outcome of a poll 
Shaun is sending to 3rd/4th grade families, so contact 
Shaun for details of the best time/date. 
 
This Bible-focused retreat will serve as preparation for our 
annual Bible presentation on Sunday, October 30th, when 
we present a new Bible to each third grader in our congre-
gation during Sunday worship. It is a gesture of hopeful ex-
pectation that they will read and explore the Bible on their 
own as well as with family, friends and others.  This is one 
way we as a congregation and you as parents fulfill the bap-
tismal promise to “place in their hands the Holy Scriptures.” 
 
We look forward to this year’s Bible presentation and we 
anticipate a meaningful time together at our Bible re-
treat.  We hope you will make every effort to join us for 
“Learning the Language.” We are proud to partner with you 
in the faith formation of your beloved 3rd/4th grader.  

Join us for games, fun, & prizes at 
a Fall Carnival for Kids & Families! 

 

Saturday September 24th, 4:30-6:30pm 
Friends and family welcome!  

This is a youth fundraiser. There will be booth games, 
prizes, face painting and a bounce house. A parent or 
guardian is asked to stay with the children (though the 
Brewer’s Cabinet is also having a party that day, and we 
may let you slip away for a break if you’d like). Grab a 
postcard from the Welcoming Space table and help us 
spread the word! 

 

7th-12th graders:  join us in working the carnival and 
raising money for youth trips this year! 

 
Confirmation (7th-8th Graders) starts 

up again after Labor Day. Our    
confirmation kickoff is         

Wednesday night, Sept. 7th!  
It’s a parent meeting too, from 6pm-

8pm. RSVP to Shaun. 
 

Youth Group Dinner and Discussion (dishcush for 
short?) - Sunday, Sept. 18th in Shepherd Hall 

 Middle School join us from 4pm-6pm. 

 High School join us from 5pm-7pm. 
 
ALL -- Mark the date for our church party, plenty to do 

for kids/youth, Oct. 23rd! More info on page 4.  

Adult Faith Formation at 10am 

 

We are on "break" for September.  

 

September 4, Labor Day: off 

 

September 11:  we encourage you to participate in the God's 
Work, Our Hands activities! See the signup sheets in the wel-
coming space.  

 

September 18th & 25th: With the arrival of Pastors Amy and 
Erik, we encourage you to join in the coffee hour mingling in 
Shepherd Hall. 

 

We'll be back in October!    

Invitation to Adult Bible Classes 

 

Tuesdays | Noon  
Join this Bible class led by Pr. Scott Trevith-
ick at noon on Tuesdays in the Ministry 
Center.  Feel free to bring your lunch.  The 
coffee’s on us.   
 
 

Thursdays | 3pm  
Here is another opportunity to study God’s Word with this 
self-led group.  Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the Ministry 
Center.  All are welcome!   

For more information about Faith Formation, contact Shaun O’Reilly at 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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God’s Work, Our Hands 
Sunday, September 11 

The annual ELCA “God’s Work, Our Hands” day of 
service falls on the 15th Anniversary of 9/11 this 
year, and we are doing several things to help sup-
port, honor and thank our brave and hardworking 
Reno/Sparks police officers and firefighters.  There 
are many ways to serve and contribute, including: 

 Donating new or gently used children’s 
books and stuffed animals for local police and 
fire charitable programs. 

 Writing and drawing notes of thanks at home 

or in the Welcoming Space. 

 Baking homemade cookies, brownies and 

bars to be delivered on Sunday, Sept. 11. 

 Delivering cookies, thank you notes, and col-

lected items to Reno/Sparks police and fire 
stations on Sept. 11. 

Visit the special God’s Work, Our Hands display 
tables in the Welcoming Space for information and 
signup sheets.  Also, don’t forget to wear your pur-
ple “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirt to church 
worship services on Sunday, Sept. 11.  For 
questions, contact kristin@goodshepherdreno.org.   

My Experience Caring for My Husband with Alzheimer’s 
By Rita Akao 
 
Twelve years ago, my husband, Henry 
Akao, was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 
First I noticed that he couldn’t do bank-
ing anymore. A structural engineer by 
trade, he was always diligent about pay-
ing his bills and keeping detailed rec-
ords in his checkbook. Then I started to 
notice that some bills were not getting 
paid on time. Our family had to ultimate-
ly take over all of the banking activities.  
Then we noticed that he would get lost while driving. Luckily he always 
found his way home. We had to give his car to my daughter so he 
would stop driving. We even recorded Henry’s voice saying that he was 
okay with giving our daughter, Gina, the car, so he would remember his 
choice. 
 
Then he started wandering. One night, in November, just before his 
79th birthday, he wandered outside during the rain and fell. He got hy-
pothermia. I woke up because it was cold and found him at about 3am 
lying on the living room floor. The patio door was open. He was soak-
ing wet, unresponsive, and shaking like a leaf. His temperature was 93 
degrees. I called 911. The EMT and firefighters took us to Renown and 
warmed his body. He celebrated his 79th birthday in the hospital, and I 
was able to stay with him. He was transferred to Life Care, and I stayed 
with him there as well. A second pair of eyes was needed to care for 
him. He was very restless at the rehab center and fell again there, and 
I realized I had to take him home.  
 
We had home health care to help him with his walker. He was doing 
well. One morning, he said he felt really cold. I warmed some blankets 
in the dryer and put him to bed. I was not able to get him up on my own 
so I had to call the fire department to help get him up. This happened 
many times. His primary care doctor put him on hospice.   
 
The Circle of Life Hospice nurses prepared us for what would come. 
The hours prior to him passing were extremely difficult, even though we 
had CNAs to help us. My daughters, Amy and Gina, and I had to step 
up to swab his mouth every 10 minutes because he had developed 
Thrush mouth. About an hour before he died, I called the hospice 
nurse, and he stepped me through till Henry’s last breath. Henry 
passed away at 1:44am on March 14, 2016.  
 
To honor Henry, we continue as a family to support the Alzheimer’s 
Association and their ongoing efforts to find a cure for this devastating 
disease. We prayed that Henry would not continue suffering. We 
prayed that God would have mercy on us. We are left with fond memo-
ries of all the good years we had as a family. He will always be loved. 
He will always be missed.  
 
During his prime, Henry ran eight marathons. At one point during a 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Henry thought he was running a marathon 
but then he fell. Instantly, there were people to help pick him up and 
clean up the scrapes on his knees. My family asks you to join us this 
year in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s so that the world will be free of this 
heartbreaking disease.   

We are WALKING to help support  
two great causes this fall! 

 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
Saturday, September 24 
The Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the nation’s largest 
event to raise awareness and funds for Alzhei-
mer’s care, support and research.  Good Shepherd 
will be participating in the walk on Saturday, Sep-
tember 24 at the Sparks Marina beginning at 
9:30am. Information is available in the Welcom-
ing Space and online at act.alz.org/
renosparks2016.  Sign up to walk or donate to the 
“A Team” (led by Rita Akao). 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 16 
The CROP Hunger Walk is a community event 
organized by local faith groups and other volunteer 
organizations to raise awareness and funds to help 
stop hunger around the neighborhood and around 
the world.  This is the 25th Anniversary of the 
CROP Hunger Walk in Reno/Sparks and Good 
Shepherd will be taking part once again.  The walk 
begins at the Snowflake Pavilion at Idlewild Park 
on Sunday, October 16 at 2:00pm.  Stop by the 
Welcoming Space for information and to sign up!  
 

mailto:kristin@goodshepherdreno.org
act.alz.org/renosparks2016
act.alz.org/renosparks2016
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Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, 
poem, picture, save the date, event, or story 
for the October Voice?  Send your items by 
the end of the day Friday, September 23 to 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   

Last Two Hikes of 2016! 

 

 Sept. 16—23 Payette National Forest, McCall, ID 

Our “away” hike is Sept. 16—23 in pictur-
esque McCall, ID. We will be hiking in the 
Payette National Forest and surrounding 
areas. The Hearthstone homes are full (all 
rooms reserved) so, if you’d like to join our 
group, you’ll need to book accommoda-
tions. We have all-day hikes planned for 
Saturday & Monday, with half-day hikes 
Sunday afternoon (following church ser-
vice!) and Tuesday morning. The rest of 
the week can be spent sightseeing, boating, fishing, bik-
ing, golfing, swimming, or simply relaxing with a (the) 
good book. Contact Lisa Mays for more information at 
NVfirechick@me.com or 775-745-0840.   

 

 October 8—Marlette Lake 

Last hike of the Season!  Let’s hope we hit it at the right 
time so we can see the fall colors coming in.  Spectacu-
lar!  Marlette Lake is a moderate uphill 5 mile hike (one 
way), along a trail lined with aspens, leading to the lake 
dam itself where we will stop for lunch.  There are two 
trails to take; one is for pedestrians/equestrians and the 
other for bikers.  Dogs are allowed but must be on a 
leash.  We will go through Carson City and up Spooner.  
Park at the Spooner Lake Trailhead just northwest of the 
Highway 50/28 junction.  When you get to the Y, turn 
right and entrance to the park will be on the right.  There 
is a parking fee.  We will meet at the Winco on South 
Virginia Street at 7:30 a.m.  Bring the usual: lunch, water, 
sun screen.   Any questions, ring me up on the telly at 
775-815-1518.  I may have an answer.  Hike leader, Su 
Kemp     

Women’s Coffee Club 
Friday, September 16 at 9:15am 

The Women’s Coffee Club will gather at Walden’s Coffee-
house (3940 Mayberry Dr.) on Friday, September 16 at 9:15 
am.  If autumn temperatures have arrived by then, we’ll sit 
outside on the side patio.  Otherwise, we’ll see you inside for 
great coffee and conversation!   

Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Monday, September 19, 9am-1pm 

The quilters are taking Labor Day off and will resume Monday, 
September 19 in Shepherd Hall. As the group gets ready to 
celebrate 20 years of quilt making, they welcome and encour-
age new members to come spend a morning cutting fabric, 
tying knots and enjoying the fellowship of this fun group - no 
quilting experience required!   

OWLS August Dinner 
Older Wiser Lutheran Singles 

Wed., Sept. 21, 5pm at PF Chang’s China Bistro 
For more information, contact Linda Fearnley at 747-9867 or 
lfearnley209@gmail.com.  

Garden Work Day 
Saturday, September 17, 8-9:30am 

Please join us this month as we clean up debris, pull weeds 
and trim bushes.  Bring gardening gloves along with something 
cold to drink.   

Rebekah Circle Resumes! 
Wednesday, September 14 at 1pm 

After taking the summer off, Rebekah Circle resumes their 
monthly meetings, every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 1pm 
in the Ministry Center.   

Women’s Retreat at Lake Tahoe—October 7-9 
Last Day to Register is September 7! 

The women of Good Shepherd are returning to Zephyr Point 
Presbyterian Conference Center for the 
annual fall Women’s Retreat.  It was a 
GREAT experience for the 12 women who 
attended last year and we are anticipating 
another wonderful weekend of rest and in-
spiration this year!  Visit the Welcoming 
Space table for information and instructions for registering at 
www.zephyrpoint.org.  For questions, contact Kristin Lessard 
at kristin@goodshepherdreno.org.    

The A-Men have graciously agreed to morph their an-
nual Oktoberfest into a Wilkommen-Fest ("welcome" in 
German) for our new pastors, The Allen Family.  It is 
an evening of wonderful food, dancing, meeting new 
friends and even sharing a beer.  Watch for more de-
tails next month!   

   

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:NVfirechick@me.com
mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com
http://www.zephyrpoint.org
mailto:kristin@goodshepherdreno.org
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Silver Sage Manor, Inc. (SSMI) is pleased to announce the completion of a newly 
constructed three-story 45 unit senior affordable housing complex located at 618 
Fourth Street in Sparks, NV. 
 
A grand opening ceremony will take place on Monday, September 12 at 11:00am 
with remarks and ribbon cutting by the Honorable Gino Martini, Mayor of Sparks. 
 
The new building complex includes 31 one-bedroom and 14 two-bedroom apart-
ments with washer dryers and balconies.  Additional space includes a dining/
meeting room with warming kitchen, library/lounge areas, exercise room and computer lab as well as offices for management 
and supportive staff.  The building complex also includes landscaped grounds and courtyards on 2.1 acres.  The building is 
certified Energy Star rated and includes high efficiency heating and air conditioning, thermal pane windows, high R-rated insu-
lation, Energy Star appliances and photovoltaic solar panel generation which reduces energy costs. 
 
Silver Sage Manor, Inc. is a faith based non-profit Nevada corporation formed in 1991 so they are also celebrating 25 years of 
existence in our state.  Their mission is “to serve the needs of seniors by developing high-quality affordable housing.”  To date, 
Silver Sage Manor has sponsored the construction of 852 affordable rental apartments in 18 developments across Nevada. 
 
The $10.5 million Lincoln Way Senior Apartments project created over 120 construction jobs and 2.5 permanent jobs.  Almost 
70% of the financing for Lincoln Way comes from a competitive award of Federal Low-income Housing Tax Credits, adminis-
tered by the Nevada Department of Business and Industry, Housing Division, and purchased by Wells Fargo Bank.  Additional 
project financing comes from Wells Fargo Bank, Idaho Nevada Community Development Financial Institution, Inc., the Washoe 
County Home Consortium and US Department of Housing and Urban Development, and Federal Home Loan Bank of San 
Francisco with Charles Schwab Bank and Wells Fargo.  Created by the Tax Reform Act of 1986, the Low-Income Housing Tax 
Cedit is the most important resource today for creating affordable housing the United States.  Since 1987, the tax credit has 
financed an estimated 25,000 housing projects and almost 2 million housing units across the nation.  Affordable senior housing 
is very much in demand, especially in Northern Nevada.   

The new capital campaign, Heritage & Hope, kicks off this month.  Soon 
you will receive a  Newsletter announcing the campaign goals and provid-
ing you with information about how you can participate in reducing our 

loan balance and supporting important improvements to our facilities. 
 
Please review the Newsletter and prayerfully consider your contribution to this effort.  In 2010 our congregation committed to a 
$1,500,000 loan to build the new Worship, Welcome and remodeled Shepherd Hall spaces.  In the past six years, with your 
generous donations, this loan balance has been cut in half.  The challenge now is to continue that effort to meet the monthly 
loan payments and reduce the loan balance.  
 
The Heritage & Hope campaign is co-chaired by Larry Beermann and Linda Smith and includes a team of talented people who 
are dedicated to providing Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd with a successful fund raising effort over the next three 
years.  The campaign will include planned home visits to answer your questions and to solicit your support, an event to recog-
nize members who make advance commitments to the campaign, a celebration event in November for all members and 
friends of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, culminating with the November 20 Pledge Sunday. 
 
We feel the campaign theme, Heritage & Hope, fits the current feelings of this congregation.  We have always valued our 500-
year Lutheran heritage and the 70-year history of this church and those members who have paved the way for us.   And, as we 
welcome our new pastors and many new members, we feel a great amount of hope for the future of our church.   

by George Summerhill 

by Larry Beermann 
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2nd Mile Giving—Sun. Sept. 18 
Benefits ELCA Disaster Relief 

Every month on the third Sunday we take a special  
offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over 
and above the regular offerings received.  Each 
month we focus on a different ministry in our Synod. 
The September 18 offering will be distributed as 
follows:  

  1/3  to ELCA Disaster Relief 

  1/3  to serve poor people locally (Project Lazarus)   

  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide  
 (ELCA Hunger  Appeal)   

Call or text Jane 
Knipmeyer at  

762-0940 if you  
can assist. 

Memorial Service for Pr. Jim Heinemeier 
Sat., Sept. 10, 3:30pm at Good Shepherd 

A light reception will follow 
Because we expect a very full house, carpool as 

much as possible and come early to secure a 
parking space. 

2016 – 2017 College Bound Students 
Life after high school is a pivotal time in a young adult’s life.  We are trying to make an intentional effort in learning how to part-
ner with them through this phase.  Below are our college students and the colleges they have chosen to attend.  If the infor-
mation is incorrect, please let us know!  If you are not attending school and are spending this time differently, we would love to 
learn about that and partner with you, too!  Please let us know so that we can send our love, prayers and support to you as 
well.  * indicates scholarship recipient 

 *Shelby Damron, Gonzaga University, WA (Freshman) 
 Kyla Ganchan-Romero, Lane Com. College, OR (Freshman) 
 Bella Gonzalez, UNR (Freshman) 
 *Jonathan Hickox-Young, Gustavus Adolphus, MN (Freshman) 
 *Grace Tibben-Lembke, Gustavus Adolphus, MN (Freshman) 
 *David Laine, Western Nevada College (Soph) 
 Meghan Meredith, California Lutheran Univ. (Soph) 
 *Cassie Phillips, Washington State Univ.  (Soph)   
 Carly Reich, Southern Oregon Univ. (Soph) 
 Joshua Smith, Univ. of Nevada, Reno (Soph) 
 Grant Trevithick, Georgetown Univ. (Soph) 
 Madeleine Williams, Univ. of Nevada, Reno (Soph) 
 Ben Albrecht, Univ. of Nevada, Reno (Jr) 
 Cameo Flores, Univ. of Nevada, Reno  (Jr)   
 Katja Hermann, Univ. of Colorado, Boulder (Jr) 
 Isaac Hickox-Young, Cambridge Conservatory, Ohio (Jr.) 
 Jenna Melton, Univ. of Nevada, Reno (Jr.) 
 Deion Seamands, Univ. of Nevada, Reno (Jr.) 
 Sophie Addington, Otterbein College, Ohio  (Sr.)    
 Noel Reich, Storybrook College NY (Sr.)   
 Brian Gaunt, UNR, Reno (Sr+.)   
 Dylan Harris, UNR, Reno (Sr+.)   
 Bailey Kahl, Boise State Univ (Sr+.)   
 Devon Miller, UNR, Reno  (Sr+.)   

Higher Education: 
Angela Leone, Northwestern Univ.;  
     PhD. Program 
Chad Doerr, James Madison Univ.;  
     PhD. Program 
Shaun O’Reilly, Luther Seminary;  
     Masters of Divinity  
Daniel Hickox-Young, Northwestern University 
 
Is your name not listed above?  Information 
incorrect?  Please let us know immediately! 
We want to partner with you and pray for 
you!  Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 
 

Prayer for a College Student 
Heavenly Father, please be with these stu-
dents as they go where they do not know.  As 
they seek to grow in knowledge, we ask that 
they grow in faith.  As they start to conquer the 
world, we hope that they conquer their fears.  
As they strive to find their place, we pray that 
they find You.  Please go where we cannot, 
protect when we cannot, give strength that we 
cannot, and bring them safely home.  Amen 

Shared Harvest Assembly  

September 25, 1pm, at Our Savior  

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran churches 
who bring food once a month to working-poor families.  They deliver 
up to 82 bags of groceries each month.  Bag assembly is at 1pm, 
September 25, at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Sparks.  
 
Our shopping list for September 

 Chili (We need 41 cans.) 

 Macaroni & Cheese (We need 82 boxes.) 

 Crackers (We need 82 packages.) 

 Tuna (We need 41 cans.) 

 Powdered Laundry Detergent (as many as possible)   
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JULY  2016  Financial Report 
 
General  Operating Fund   
JULY Income:   $  36,508.00 
JULY Expense:                    $  35,128.91 
JULY Income/Expense $    1,379.09 
Year-to-date Income:           
$278,941.34 
Year-to-date Expenses:  $264,024.01 
Income/Expense Year-to-Date: $+14,917.33 
DEC. 31, 2015 Gen. Checking Balance   $  33,391.73 
JULY 31, 2016  Gen. Checking Balance  $  48,309.06 
 
Other Accounts:    
Project Lazarus   $    1,377.83 
Youth Fund $    1,313.79 
Columbarium Fund   $  17,155.75 
Memorial Fund $    4,629.59 
Building Funds (all)   $  15,174.57 
Mortgage balance   $773,900.16 
 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact:  
Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finance: deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary: financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer:  lounkaren@aol.com   

Most Christians are familiar with the many Bible stories of Jesus’ acts of heal-
ing.  In the first chapter of Mark, there is a story of a leper who comes to Je-
sus and says, “If you choose, you can make me clean.”  Jesus replies, “I do 
choose,” and the leper is healed.  It may seem odd to link politics to the 
healing of disease until we remember that old metaphor, the “body politic,” 
which has often been described as sick or in mortal danger.   
 
In Jesus’ time, lepers were outcasts.  Possibly contagious, possibly disfig-
ured, declared ritually unclean by the priests, these folks were ostracized, 
isolated from social institutions, probably unable to earn a living.   This 
doesn’t sound much different from groups of concern today.   African Ameri-
cans, immigrants, LGBTQ people are examples.   In the healing story, Jesus 
says he chooses to heal the leper.  He makes a conscious decision to 
break the religious and social rules because he had compassion.  Pre-
siding ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has said “together we are church 
for the sake of the world.”   She has gotten specific in how to do that by 
urging the church to confront racism, to address gender inequality, to wel-
come immigrants, to bridge the differences among religions.   In many cases, 
this involves breaking with conventional thinking, stepping outside our 
comfort zones.   
 
A lot has been said in this crazy political year about how polarized we have 
become in our views.  It has also been said that we get the kind of govern-

By Sheila Freed 

ment we deserve.  Choices 
have something to do with 
both.  The first choice is to 
vote.  It’s easy to write off 
the whole system as cor-
rupt and choose not to par-
ticipate.  Unfortunately, half 
of the population does this, and we all know 
the results have not been good.  The second 
choice is to become informed on the issues, 
both national and local.  The third is to con-
sider the issues and candidates in light of our 
Christian faith, and then go back to Choice 
#1, vote, but do so backed by the knowledge 
that in baptism, we are set free from greed 
and fear.  Jesus leads the way out of our 
comfort zone.  We can choose to join with 
others to heal the body politic.   
 
Finally, we can choose to continue to love our 
neighbor.  Bishop Eaton reminded us that 
Jesus died for all, including those with 
whom we disagree.     

New Pastor Fund Requests $16,000 

 

The time has come that our pastors are making the move to 
Nevada to be with us!  They are moving from Cumming, 
Georgia.  We knew when we created our budget that we 
would have no idea how much expense would be needed to 
move our new pastors here and get them set in our offices.  
Now we know that their moving expenses will be around 
$14,000, and they are even packing their OWN boxes!  We 
also need to set up two entirely new offices so we have pur-
chased some furnishings for Pr. Scott and Pr. Amy.  All in 
all, we are anticipating about $16,000 needed to make this 
happen.  If you are able, can you please consider making a 
gift to the New Pastor Fund in these next few weeks?  You 
can contribute using a check or pew envelope or make your 
contribution online.  Thanks so much!    

~ The Governing Board & Finance Review Teams 

Audio Visual Tech Team Being Formed 
 
Our very dedicated and capable AV Tech Eric Doerr is taking 
a new job that takes him out of the area.  He has done an 
amazing job for us at Good Shepherd and we will miss him! 
 

We want to be able to broaden the scope of the AV Position 
and open it up so that a team of like-minded AV folks can 
gather to consider possibilities in AV-Land, trouble-shoot 
problem areas, be available for some volunteering on Sun-
days and assist with the creation of screens for worship.  If 
you have expertise and availability in any of these areas and 
would like to consider sharing them with Good Shepherd, 
please let Shaun or Deanna know.  Thanks!    
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Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new 
to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or 
do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the 
church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate in the 
life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place 
where you are welcome to celebrate  
and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 5pm: 

 Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior spots 

 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 

 Parking lot between 522 & 530 California 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

 California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

 Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

 Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
The church office (Ministry Center) 
is located next to the church at 357 
Clay Street.  Office hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9am to 5pm 
and Friday, 9am to 4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  
staff@goodshepherdreno.org 

GoodShepherdReno.org 

 

PASTORS 
 

 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Scott Trevithick 

Pastor 
PrScott@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

Maribeth Doerr 
Pastoral Care Assistant 

maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 
 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 
 

Kristin Lessard 
Coordinator 

kristin@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 

Events Coordinator 

 

 
 

OFFICE 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good 

Shepherd 
Office Coordinator Mari-
beth Doerr is now a Notary 
Public.  If you need docu-
ments notarized, call the 
office to schedule an ap-
pointment with Maribeth.  
She’ll be happy to notarize 
your documents free (with 
proper identification of 
course!).       
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